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see Hell triumphing for a time, and carrying away
so many Souls, whose danger we realized without
being able to stretch out our hands and place them
in the way of salvation. However, we never ceased
making our usual trips until at the very worst, when
we saw that our holy Mysteries were not received
with the respect that they merited, and we judged
that these visits might be [7] prejudicial to the pro-
gress of the Holy Gospel.

The mortality prevailed everywhere, but especially
in the village of Angoutenc, which was only three-
quarters of a league from us. We made two visits
there, but without effect; we returned thither on the
3rd of July. We found a considerable number of
sick people, but they wrapped themselves in their
robes and covered their faces, for fear of speaking to
us; others, upon seeing us, hastened to close the
doors of their cabins; we already had our feet upon
the threshold of two others, when we were driven
away, the reason given being that there were sick
persons there. Ah! this was precisely what we
sought, nor did we lose courage thereat; and the
more the devil played his tricks, the more we felt
ourselves inspired not to abandon this poor village.
All things considered, we judged that this hostile
aspect arose only from the fact that they were not yet
well informed as to our purpose in these visits,— for
they are not accustomed to visit one another in this
way during their illnesses, unless they are near rela-
tives; so it was a great novelty to them to see per-
sons who sought out only the sick, and, moreover,
the most wretched and most forsaken. Hence we
returned there on the 8th of the same [month], not
so much in behalf of the sick as to see some old men



